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2025 was a year of extraordinary momentum for the Goals of Care Coalition of New Jersey 
(GOCCNJ). It was the final and most important step before the statewide launch of New 
Jersey’s (NJ’s) Medicaid Community-Based Palliative Care (CBPC) benefit in early 2026. This 
was the year we brought everything together. We put the essential pieces in place to ensure a 
program launch that is strong, equitable, and impactful. Our work throughout 2025 was driven 
by a shared sense of purpose and anticipation. We knew we were preparing for a milestone 
that will reshape serious illness care across our state, and every effort reflected our 
commitment to giving NJ the very best possible start.

This was a year dedicated to readiness. We concentrated on developing the educational 
programming, tools, and partnerships required for successful implementation. A major 
milestone was completing the framework for our Equity in Serious Illness Program (ESIP). This 
community-led, equity-centered initiative is designed to expand access to palliative care, 
deepen understanding of its benefits and the new Medicaid program, and strengthen trust in 
communities that have long faced barriers to this type of high-quality, person-centered care. As 
part of ESIP, we advanced the development of two key initiatives that will launch in 2026. 

•	The Champions Program will equip clinicians to lead referral culture change through peer 
education and practice transformation. 

•	The Ambassadors Program will mobilize trusted community members to share clear, 
culturally responsive information with patients, caregivers, and older adults. 

Together, these programs will create a coordinated, statewide approach to ensure that palliative 
care, and the new Medicaid benefit, reaches the people who need it most.

As we look toward 2026, our path is clear. We must ensure that patients, families, clinicians, 
and community organizations are prepared for a smooth and successful launch of the Medicaid 
CBPC benefit. NJ is only the third state in the nation to take this step, and many others are in 
various stages of planning their own programs. They are eager to learn from what we build and 
from the blueprint we will leave behind.

This leadership brings both excitement and responsibility. We know there are many challenges 
ahead including budget pressures, Medicaid cuts, workforce strain, and we approach them 
with humility and resolve. Our success will depend on the relationships we continue to nurture, 
the trust we work to strengthen, and the strategic choices we make together. We will need to 
stay thoughtful, resourceful, and focused, but I am confident we are ready.

I am proud of the progress we made in 2025 and humbled by the work that remains. Thank 
you for your partnership, your generosity, and your belief in what is possible. With your support, 
we are ready to meet this moment and step into 2026 with hope, purpose, and shared 
commitment to improving serious illness care in NJ.

LORI FELDSTEIN

From our CEO & Executive Director

https://goalsofcare.org/
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Building Readiness for the  
CBPC Benefit Through Academic 
Collaboration and Research 
Our ongoing partnership with Rutgers University plays a vital role 
in strengthening NJ’s readiness for the launch of the Medicaid 
CBPC benefit. Collaborations with the Edward J. Bloustein 
School of Planning and Public Policy and the Rutgers School of 
Social Work not only enrich student learning but also expand 
GOCCNJ’s capacity to prepare patients, caregivers, and providers 
for this new benefit. Through their research, analysis, 
recommendations and the delivery of practical tools, THESE 
ACADEMIC PARTNERS BRING FRESH INSIGHTS THAT 
DIRECTLY SUPPORT OUR READINESS AND 
IMPLEMENTATION EFFORTS.

Accomplishments

RESEARCH 

https://goalsofcare.org/
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Understanding 
Awareness and 
Perceptions of 
Palliative Care:  
A Qualitative Study  
of Cancer Patients  
and Caregivers in NJ
GOCCNJ’s partnership with the Edward J. Bloustein School of Planning and Public 
Policy and the Rutgers Cancer Institute of New Jersey produced one of the most 
illuminating studies conducted this year. This work provided firsthand insight into how 
cancer patients and caregivers experience palliative care in NJ. Its findings are already 
shaping patient education strategies, informing provider training, and strengthening 
readiness for the Medicaid CBPC benefit. 

Master of Public Policy (MPP) candidates conducted sixteen in-depth interviews with 
patients and informal caregivers, revealing critical disconnects that often prevent 
timely access to palliative care. Many participants began their palliative care journey 
without a clear explanation of its purpose and frequently associated the service only 
with hospice or end-of-life care. Confusion, fear, and hesitation were common at first 
contact. Yet once enrolled, participants consistently described improvements in 
symptom management, emotional support, communication, and care coordination. 

THESE FINDINGS REINFORCE BOTH THE VALUE OF PALLIATIVE CARE AND  
THE COST OF DELAYED OR UNCLEAR REFERRALS.

The study also identified persistent gaps that align with national research but carry 
urgent implications for NJ. Participants described fragmented communication across 
care teams, challenges navigating insurance, limited access to supportive services 
beyond cancer care, and logistical barriers that made it difficult to engage fully in 
treatment. Caregivers voiced their own unmet needs, including clearer guidance, 
emotional support, and help managing the complexity of serious illness care. The 
project generated actionable strategies that directly inform NJ’s readiness for the 
CBPC benefit. These include the need for earlier and clearer communication about 
palliative care, stronger care coordination, expanded emotional and mental health 
support, increased access to supportive therapies, more responsive symptom 
management, and improved financial navigation for patients and caregivers.

Together, these findings offer a roadmap for improving palliative care across the state.  
They validate GOCCNJ’s investments in patient-facing education, provider training,  
and community engagement. They also demonstrate the value of our partnership with 
Rutgers University in advancing serious illness research, building evidence-based 
tools, and grounding implementation in the lived experiences of NJ residents. 
Equipped with this insight, NJ is better positioned to launch a Medicaid benefit that is 
equitable, patient-centered, and responsive to the realities of serious illness care.
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Applied Practice  
Experience Project:  
Palliative Care  
Referral Protocol
As part of the Master of Public Health (MPH) degree at the Rutgers School of Public 
Health, an MPH candidate partnered with GOCCNJ to support the development of a 
standardized palliative care referral protocol. This project directly contributes to NJ’s 
readiness for the launch of the Medicaid CBPC benefit in 2026 by helping clinicians more 
easily and consistently identify patients who may benefit from palliative care services.

Under GOCCNJ’s guidance, the MPH student:

•	conducted a comprehensive review of existing referral models, identifying best 
practices and gaps that hinder timely access to palliative care.

•	engaged healthcare professionals across multiple disciplines  
to understand what a practical, patient-centered, and scalable referral process should 
include—particularly for clinicians who may have limited experience with palliative care.

THE PROJECT RESULTED IN A REFERRAL PROTOCOL TOOLKIT FOR 
SPECIALISTS AND OTHER HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS. The toolkit, that will be used 
in our Champions Program in 2026, includes both general and disease-specific referral 
triggers for cancer, cardiovascular disease/heart failure, dementia, chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease, and kidney disease. Designed to be standardized, clear, and user-
friendly, the toolkit aims to reduce variability in referral practices and strengthen early 
identification of patients who could benefit from palliative care.

This work represents an important step toward building a unified, equitable referral 
process that supports successful implementation of the CBPC benefit. By creating tools 
that streamline identification and referral, NJ is better prepared to ensure that seriously ill 
individuals receive timely, appropriate, and person-centered palliative care once the 
benefit launches.
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Informing Design Efforts Ahead 
of Statewide Launch of Medicaid 
Benefit for Community-Based 
Palliative Care
In 2025, GOCCNJ met frequently with the Division of Medical 
Assistance and Health Services (DMAHS) to learn about the progress 
of NJ’s State Plan Amendment (SPA) application and updates on the 
design of the CBPC benefit, informed by stakeholder feedback 
gathered earlier in the year. These discussions were critical to 
ensuring that the evolving benefit design aligned with the priorities 
identified by our coalition and the findings from the GOCCNJ 2024 
stakeholder engagement sessions.

Following each meeting with DMAHS, GOCCNJ shared these 
updates with coalition members and stakeholders so they remained 
informed about the SPA’s progress and the status of benefit design. 
KEEPING PARTNERS CURRENT ON THIS INFORMATION WAS 
ESSENTIAL—not only for transparency, but to help healthcare 
organizations, community-based providers, and patient-facing groups 
prepare for the operational, educational, and clinical changes that will 
accompany the launch of the CBPC Medicaid benefit. By keeping 
stakeholders informed about what to expect and how the benefit was 
taking shape, GOCCNJ helped ensure a shared understanding 
among NJ’s palliative and serious illness care community.

ADVOCACY 
/ POLICY

https://goalsofcare.org/
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Equity in Serious Illness Program (ESIP):  
Preparing Communities for the CBPC 
Medicaid Benefit
NJ will become the third state in the nation to launch a Medicaid CBPC benefit in 
2026—a historic step toward ensuring that individuals with serious illness receive 
high-quality care while remaining safely at home. While this represents a major step 
forward for people living with serious illness, long-standing inequities continue to limit 
awareness, access, and trust across many communities. GOCCNJ’s ESIP was 
created to address these gaps and support the implementation of the CBPC benefit, 
helping ensure that the new benefit reaches the people it was designed to help.

ESIP is a community-led, equity-centered 
initiative that brings patients, caregivers, 
community health workers, healthcare 
providers, and local organizations together 
to build understanding of palliative 
care and strengthen readiness for the 
upcoming CBPC benefit launch. 

The program is grounded in a simple principle: access improves when people trust 
the information, the messengers, and the systems delivering their care. The purpose 
of ESIP is to create demand for palliative care and ensure that patients diagnosed 
with a serious disease are aware of and ask for these services, while also receiving 
early referrals from specialists and primary care doctors to support timely access.

A CENTRAL FEATURE OF ESIP IS ITS AMBASSADOR COHORT. Ambassadors 
are Medicaid beneficiaries, caregivers, community health workers, social workers, 
nurses, and leaders of local community-based organizations who reflect the racial, 
cultural, and linguistic diversity of NJ’s residents. 

Over the next two years, ESIP will train Ambassadors who will co-develop 
multilingual, culturally responsive educational materials and lead “Living Well with 
Serious Illness” sessions in senior centers, faith communities, housing sites, and  
other community settings across the priority counties of underserved areas such as 
Passaic and Bergen in Northern NJ, Mercer in Central NJ, and Atlantic and Cape 
May counties in the South. These communities are home to some of the state’s 
largest older populations and face critical shortages in palliative care providers. 
Language barriers further limit access, with care available in Spanish  
only 36 percent of the time and other languages rarely supported. We will identify 
Ambassadors in each county to reach thousands of patients and caregivers,  
and we will recruit and train new cohorts of Ambassadors and expand to additional 
counties as funds permit. Counties with limited or no 

access to palliative care in 
their communities

https://goalsofcare.org/
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THESE SESSIONS WILL HELP COMMUNITY MEMBERS 
UNDERSTAND WHAT PALLIATIVE CARE IS, how it 
differs from hospice, the value of early referral, and the 
benefits of advance care planning, while also explaining how 
the Medicaid CBPC benefit works for those who are eligible 
and increasing awareness among anyone who may ultimately 
benefit from palliative care. Through this combination of 
trusted messengers, locally tailored education, and targeted 
county-level outreach, ESIP will equip patients, caregivers, 
and community members with the knowledge they need to 
navigate serious illness, understand their options, and access 
services when needed.

ESIP WILL ALSO PREPARE THE HEALTHCARE COMMUNITY THROUGH A 
NETWORK OF CHAMPIONS. Champions are primary care and specialty care 
physicians who will integrate palliative care into routine practice by identifying patients 
who may benefit, making referrals, and strengthening provider understanding of the 
Medicaid program’s structure and purpose. This work ensures that clinical teams are 
operationally ready to implement the CBPC benefit, supporting smooth and effective 
adoption of the law across healthcare settings.
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Strengthening Care Through  
Statewide and National Partnerships
GOCCNJ continues to collaborate with statewide and national partners advancing the 
well-being of older adults and people with serious illness. These collaborations not 
only deepen our alignment with leaders shaping aging policy, but also ensure that 
GOCCNJ’s expertise in serious illness care informs broader equity and aging agendas 
across the state and in the country.

One key initiative is LIFELONG STRONG NEW JERSEY, an advocacy effort focused 
on ensuring that older adults can remain in our state throughout their lives with the 
support, resources, and opportunities they need. Like all New Jerseyans, older adults 
contribute significantly to our economy, communities, and civic life. Yet persistent 
inequities in healthcare, housing, and economic stability mean that many older adults, 
particularly older adults of color, face disproportionate barriers as they age. By 
participating in this work, GOCCNJ brings a serious-illness lens to critical statewide 
planning efforts while gaining early insight into emerging needs, gaps, and lived 
experiences that shape our programs. These challenges underscore the urgency of a 
coordinated, equity-centered Multisector Plan for Aging. By elevating the voices of 
those most affected and addressing disparities directly, NJ can build a future where 
every resident has the opportunity to age with dignity, security, and choice, and 
GOCCNJ is positioned to be a key contributor and beneficiary of that transformation.

GOCCNJ also participates in TOGETHER FOR SUPPORTIVE CANCER CARE,  
a national cross-sector coalition dedicated to expanding early, equitable access to 
supportive care for people with cancer and their caregivers. The coalition envisions  
a system in which every individual facing cancer receives whole-person, timely,  
and coordinated support throughout diagnosis, treatment, and survivorship. Our 
involvement allows GOCCNJ to share NJ’s leadership on CBPC while learning from 
national best practices that strengthen our own work. This collaboration amplifies our 
impact, elevates our voice on a national stage, and keeps us connected to innovations 
that directly benefit NJ’s patients, families, and providers. This work closely aligns with 
GOCCNJ’s mission to improve care for people living with serious illness in NJ. Through 
our involvement, we contribute to national efforts that advance supportive care as a 
standard element of cancer treatment, improving quality of life, reducing unnecessary 
health care costs, and ensuring that patients and families receive comprehensive 
support when they need it most.
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Advance Care Planning (ACP) 
Certificate Program
In October, GOCCNJ launched the new ACP Certificate 
Program with support from Compassion & Choices. This 
on-demand, virtual continuing education program is designed 
to enhance clinicians’ skills in one of the most meaningful 
aspects of care: supporting patients and their loved ones in 
making informed decisions about what matters most. The 
program is self-paced and includes 8 easy-to-access, 
10-minute video modules, as well as a library of patient and 
family education videos to help prepare patients and their 
decision-makers for ACP conversations.

ENROLLING NOW IS PARTICULARLY TIMELY AS  
NJ’S MEDICAID CBPC BENEFIT LAUNCHES IN 2026.  
This course equips clinicians to lead conversations that will 
directly support the success of this new model of care. ACP  
is a vital component of palliative care because it enables 
patients to clarify their values, goals, and preferences for future 
medical care, while helping clinicians align treatment with each 
patient’s wishes, ultimately improving quality of life for people 
living with serious illness.

WHO SHOULD TAKE THIS COURSE
Physicians, PAs, APNs, NPs  
(Up to 1.5 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™)

Nursing Professionals, CNAs  
(1.0 ANCC Contact Hour)

Social Workers  
(1.0 ASWB ACE General Credit)

Pharmacists  
(1.0 ACPE Credit)

PROGRAM FEATURES
	✔ Upon completion, participants receive a 
personalized certificate of completion from  
i3 Health and a Certificate in ACP from 
GOCCNJ and Compassion & Choices.

	✔ Designed for clinicians across all settings who 
wish to improve the quality of ACP discussions.

EDUCATION

https://goalsofcare.org/
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Walk in the Woods:  
Updates in Palliative 
Medicine and End-of-Life 
Care
As NJ prepares to launch its Medicaid CBPC benefit in 
2026, healthcare professionals need the knowledge and 
skills to deliver high-quality, patient-centered care in home 
and community settings. GOCCNJ’s Walk in the Woods 
program provides an innovative approach to serious 
illness education, blending historical perspectives, 
contemporary insights, and reflective learning in an 
experiential, outdoor setting.

Participants will gain practical strategies to improve shared 
decision-making, ACP conversations, and integration of 
palliative care principles into the Medicaid CBPC benefit. 
The program also addresses health disparities and 
promotes equitable care for individuals with serious illness.

The Walk in the Woods program offers a comprehensive 
exploration of caring for people with serious illness. 
Participants will learn about the evolution of palliative care 
and hospice, the promise of palliative medicine, and the 
integration of good medical practices into professional 
training. The curriculum emphasizes shared decision-
making, prognostication, eliciting goals of care,  
and using tools such as the 4-STEP METHOD and 
PRACTITIONER ORDERS FOR LIFE-SUSTAINING 
TREATMENT (POLST). It also addresses the latest 
developments in serious illness care, including palliative 
care in home and community settings, accepting hospice, 
medical aid in dying requests, and strategies for 
promoting equity. The program encourages reflection on 
personal well-being, particularly in light of the pandemic, 
and equips clinicians to provide thoughtful, high-quality 
care for patients and families navigating serious illness.

By completing this program, clinicians will strengthen  
their ability to lead meaningful conversations, improve 
patient and family experiences, and implement the skills 
needed for successful delivery of CBPC services under 
NJ’s Medicaid CBPC benefit.

WHO SHOULD TAKE  
THIS COURSE
Physicians, PAs, APNs, NPs 
(2.0 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™)

Nursing Professionals, CNAs  
(2.0 ANCC Contact Hours)

Social Workers  
(2.0 ASWB ACE General Credits)

Pharmacists  
(2.0 ACPE Credits)

PROGRAM FEATURES
	✔ Delivered by Dr. David Barile, 
combining expertise in serious 
illness care with the health 
benefits of time outdoors

	✔ Designed to encourage reflective 
learning during walks or from any 
preferred setting

	✔ Provides insights into the 
practical application of palliative 
care principles within the context 
of the Medicaid CBPC benefit
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•	Ernest Mario School of Pharmacy at Rutgers University

•	Home Care and Hospice Association of NJ

•	Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield of NJ Cross Health System Meeting

•	Medical Society of NJ Annual Meeting

•	NJ Advocates for Aging Well Annual Meeting

•	NJ Department of Health Quality Improvement Advisory Committee

•	NJ Geriatric Fellowship Consortium

•	NJ Health Care Quality Institutes Conversation of Your Life (COYL) and the 
Hub for Aging Collaboration at the Rutgers School of Social Workers Event 

•	New Jersey: Healthy Aging in Housing Convening

•	Princeton Windrows

•	Springpoint Senior Living

Educational  
programs reached  

thousands of  
health professionals, 

patients, and  
caregivers.

https://goalsofcare.org/
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 goalsofcare.org/legacy

Scan to see more 
photos of the event.

The Legacy of Care Event

https://goalsofcare.org/
https://goalsofcare.org/legacy/
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The Legacy of Care event on May 1 was a truly special evening for GOCCNJ. 
Coalition members, board leaders, supporters, and long-standing partners came 
together in a warm and joyful celebration of the people whose vision and 
commitment have shaped serious illness care in our state. The room was filled  
with heartfelt gratitude, genuine connection, and a shared sense of purpose.

We were honored to PRESENT SENATOR ANGELA MCKNIGHT WITH THE 
DAVID LAMOTTE AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN PATIENT SUPPORT, 
recognizing her steadfast leadership and advocacy on behalf of patients and families. 
We also CELEBRATED DR. DAVID BARILE, GOCCNJ’s Founder and longtime 
Chief Medical Officer, whose dedication has guided this Coalition from its earliest 
days. The evening marked an important moment of transition as we WELCOMED 
DR. HAMZA HABIB as GOCCNJ’s new Chief Medical Officer. Each honoree spoke 
with sincerity and humility, reminding all of us why this work matters so deeply.

Throughout the night, the atmosphere reflected a community united by compassion 
and determination. Stories were shared, friendships strengthened, and a collective 
commitment reaffirmed. Thanks to the generosity of sponsors, donors, and 
attendees, we raised meaningful support that will carry our mission forward.

As NJ prepares for the 2026 launch of the Medicaid CBPC program, the Legacy of 
Care event served as both a celebration of how far we have come and a reminder of 
what remains to be done. The support of our community helps us expand access to 
high-quality palliative care, equip clinicians for meaningful goals of care and ACP 
conversations, empower patients and caregivers, and champion the implementation 
of a benefit that will transform serious illness care across our state.

It was an evening 
of gratitude, pride, 

and renewed 
commitment, and 
we remain deeply 
inspired by all who 

joined us.

https://goalsofcare.org/
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GOCCNJ Website 
The GOCCNJ website continues to serve as a valuable 
repository of free tools and resources designed to 
support patients and caregivers navigating serious illness, 
as well as healthcare professionals working to provide 
high-quality, person-centered care. Topics include ACP, 
palliative care, hospice, POLST, and end-of-life care 
services. Many resources are available in multiple 
languages (English, Spanish, and Chinese) and can be 
downloaded at no cost.

By providing accessible ACP resources, the website helps 
patients, families, and care teams engage in meaningful 
conversations about care preferences, clarify  
goals, and plan ahead. These materials 
build knowledge to ensure eligible patients 
and caregivers are informed and ready to 
take advantage of the CBPC Medicaid 
benefit, helping individuals be empowered 
and prepared to make the most of the  
new program once it becomes available.

 goalsofcare.org

Staying Connected

The most frequently viewed content 
was in the RESOURCE SECTION, 
with the POLST PAGE attracting  
the highest traffic, followed by  
the LET’S TALK PAGE  
and then the new  
FORMS SECTION.

IN 2025, THE WEBSITE 
RECEIVED APPROXIMATELY 
21,764 VISITS.

HEALTH PROFESSIONALS 
spent the most time engaging 
with content on Cultural 
Competency, Proficiency  
and Humility.

ONLINE 
PRESENCE

https://goalsofcare.org/


goalsofcare.org 17

Social Media
GOCCNJ has significantly increased  
its social media presence, sharing 
timely updates and valuable resources 
for patients, caregivers, and healthcare 
professionals. Our posts highlight the 
latest news on advance care planning, 
serious illness care, palliative care, and 
hospice care, offering practical insights 
to support informed decision-making. 

We invite you to stay connected  
and engaged with us on Facebook, 
Instagram, and LinkedIn at  
@goalsofcare.org, where you’ll  
find a reliable source of information  
and ongoing conversations about 
patient-centered care.

GOCCNJ Learning Center
Online learning continues to play a crucial role in our  
educational mission, allowing healthcare professionals to  
engage in education and training from the convenience  
and comfort of their homes and offices. GOCCNJ’s  
Learning Center offers a best-in-class online experience  
that is intuitive, navigable, and mobile-responsive, with  
features such as:

•	A public catalog serving as the homepage

•	Quick links to relevant tools and resources

•	Course recommendations based on previous activity

The Learning Center is accessible from our website (goalsofcare.
org) or directly at learn.goalsofcare.org, where learners can 
access both accredited and non-accredited programs designed 
to educate and inform clinicians, strengthen ACP skills, and 
prepare the workforce for NJ’s Medicaid CBPC benefit.

Key offerings in 2025 included:

•	The ACP CERTIFICATE PROGRAM, a structured curriculum 
that equips clinicians with skills in ACP, shared decision-
making, and communicating effectively with patients and 
families about care preferences.

•	The ACCREDITED VIDEO SERIES WALK IN THE WOODS: 
UPDATES ON PALLIATIVE MEDICINE AND END-OF-LIFE 
CARE, created by Dr. David Barile, which provides practical 
guidance on patient-centered palliative care and updates on 
evolving standards in end-of-life care.

Together, these programs help healthcare professionals gain  
the knowledge and practical skills needed to support patients, 
families, and care teams, laying a strong foundation for the 
successful implementation of the CBPC benefit.

 Learn.goalsofcare.org

   @ goalsofcare

https://goalsofcare.org/
https://learn.goalsofcare.org/
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MISSION
Ensure that policy makers, 
healthcare providers, patients, 
and family caregivers have the 
information, resources, training, 
and tools they need to promote 
high-quality, person-centered 
ACP, palliative care, and end-of-
life care services.

VISION
ALL patients with 

serious illness get the 
care they need and no 
less, and the care they 

want and no more. 

VALUES
We believe human 

interests, values, and 
dignity must be at the 

core of medical 
decision-making. As 

such, we aspire to 
create a standard of 

care for NJ where 
people explore their 

goals of care, express 
their wishes, and have 
their wishes honored.

Who We Represent
GOCCNJ represents the interdisciplinary team of professionals 
dedicated to improving the quality of care provided to people 
living with serious illness; NJ’s residents, older adults, seriously ill 
people, their loved ones and medical decision-makers exploring 
wishes for future medical care; hospitals, healthcare systems, 
hospice, home health agencies, long-term care facilities, nursing 
homes, and community-based medical practices that are 
transforming the care of NJ’s patients; government agencies, 
consumer groups, health plans, and organizations that are 
interested in improving access to ACP, palliative and end-of-life 
care services in NJ.

About GOCCNJ

ADVOCACY

EDUCATION

RESEARCH

Our Priorities, 
Strategies,  
& Goals
ADVOCACY
Coordinate an advocacy agenda focused 
on increasing access to high-quality, 
person-centered ACP, palliative and 
end-of-life care services, promoting equity 
and addressing the workforce shortage 
impacting care for patients with serious 
illness; speak with a more consistent voice 
to NJ legislators and government agencies.

RESEARCH
Develop a research strategy with key 
partners to identify unmet needs in serious 
illness care.

EDUCATION
Improve understanding of ACP,  
palliative, and end-of-life care  
services; train health professionals  
to more effectively facilitate  
goals of care conversations

https://goalsofcare.org/
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Coalition Meetings
The first Coalition meeting of 2025 
set the tone for the entire year. 
GOCCNJ had the opportunity to 
share the results of the statewide 

stakeholder engagement sessions 
conducted from June through 

November 2024, and the room was filled with 
energy and anticipation. For six months, we 
listened closely to patients, caregivers, providers, 
and administrators across NJ to understand their 
needs, experiences, and priorities. This meeting 
was our chance to bring those voices back to 
the Coalition and stakeholders to show how their 
insights were shaping the design and development 
of the Medicaid CBPC benefit.

It was an exciting moment that marked our 
transition from advocacy into action. By 
presenting these findings at the start of the year, 
we laid the foundation for the work that followed. 
Coalition members discussed key themes, 
identified emerging challenges, and helped chart 
the course for the next phase of implementation. 
The meeting reinforced the power of collective 
insight and set a clear direction for the year ahead.

JAN
2025

The meeting provided 
a special opportunity 
for Coalition members 

to hear directly from the 
talented MPP students 

at the Edward J. Bloustein School of 
Planning and Public Policy. Under the 
guidance of Dr. Joel Cantor, the students 
conducted the collaborative research 
project “Assessing Awareness and 
Perceptions of Palliative Care among 
Individuals Living with Serious Illness in 
NJ”. Their presentation energized the room 
as members were excited to learn about 
key findings from patient and caregiver 
interviews and explore how these insights 
can shape patient-facing education for the 
upcoming NJ Medicaid CBPC program. 
The discussion also introduced new ways 
of thinking about how to address access 
barriers and strengthen person-centered 
serious illness care across the state. The 
session was a meaningful reminder of the 
value of emerging leaders who bring fresh 
perspectives and a deep commitment to 
improving care in NJ.

MAY
2025

The September 2025 Coalition 
meeting brought together 

members for a highly valuable 
exchange of insights, updates, and 

practical guidance as NJ prepares for the launch 
of the Medicaid CBPC program. These meetings 
continue to serve as an essential forum for staying 
informed, sharing information across sectors, 
and gathering the feedback that helps shape the 
work ahead. Members reviewed key risks to the 
program’s 2026 rollout, discussed the challenges 
they are experiencing on the ground, and offered 
perspectives on how their organizations can best 
support implementation. They also identified 
opportunities to strengthen collaboration with 
additional partners whose work aligns with 
serious illness care priorities. GOCCNJ provided 
an update on ESIP, and attendees collaborated on 
strategies to improve coordination and strengthen 
collective action. The discussion underscored the 
importance of coalition engagement in supporting 
a smooth program launch that serves people 
living with serious illness across the state.

SEP
2025

Our Coalition Members
Our Coalition is the only network of organizations in NJ working together to make certain that patients with 

serious illness receive high quality, goal concordant care that is aligned with their wishes. Our membership is 
comprised of more than 40 statewide associations, organizations, thought leaders, experts, and advocates 

along with strategic partners and academic alliances with leading teaching institutions.
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Anthony Webhe, DO, MBA, FACOI
Founder/CEO at Sena Health

Gregory J. Rokosz, DO, 
JD, FACEP, FACOEP 
Chairman

Chief Medical Officer at Hackensack 
Meridian Raritan Bay Medical Center 
& Old Bridge Medical Center

David Barile, MD
Medical Director at Goldenview 

Memory Home, Maplewood 
Senior Living, and Foothill Acres 

Rehabilitation and Nursing Center

Christopher Bolich, DO, FACOI
Medical Director at Cooper Cape Palliaitve 
Care & Regional Operations

Medical Director at CooperCape Palliative 
Care & Ambulatory Services

Tracy Grafton, LCSW, 
ACHP-SW

Hackensack Meridian Health 
Palliative Care Program at Ocean 

University Medical Center

Florence Kariuki, RN, 
BSN, MHA, FHELA

Founder of Eden Touch Home Care

Jessica L. Israel, MD 
Chief Medical Officer and Chief Innovation 
Officer at Complete Care

Sage Farrar Kealy, MBA, MPH, 
FACHE, FHELA
Director of Palliative Care Services for 
Hackensack Meridian Health’s central and 
southern markets

Steven R. Peskin, 
MD, MBA, MACP

CEO of SRP Advisors
Jill Schwartz-Chevlin, MD, 
MBA, FACP
Chief Medical Officer - Serious Illness Care 
for WellBe Senior Medical

Yvette Vieira, DMH, HEC-C 
Manager of Palliative Care and 

Bioethics at Atlantic Health System

https://goalsofcare.org/
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Lori Feldstein
CEO & Executive Director

Lori Feldstein is the Chief Executive Officer and Executive 
Director of the Goals of Care Coalition of New Jersey 
(GOCCNJ). Under her direction, GOCCNJ has become a 
recognized statewide leader in advancing equitable access 
to high-quality palliative and end-of-life care. Lori has led the 
organization’s advocacy, research, and education efforts, 
including successful initiatives to reduce disparities, promote 
equity, and support the development and implementation 
of New Jersey’s first Medicaid Community-Based Palliative 
Care benefit, designed to expand access to supportive care 
for the state’s most vulnerable residents and their unpaid 
caregivers.

In her role, Lori also oversees GOCCNJ’s research programs 
that identify unmet needs in serious-illness care and guides 
statewide education campaigns to increase awareness of 
advance care planning, palliative care, and hospice services 
among healthcare providers, patients, and caregivers. Her 
leadership in these areas has positioned New Jersey as a 
national model for collaborative, person-centered care.

Motivated by her personal experience as a family caregiver, 
Lori has been steadfast in her commitment to changing the 
culture surrounding serious-illness care. She has witnessed 
firsthand how challenging these experiences can be for 
patients and loved ones and remains determined to ensure 
that every individual receives the care they need and no 
less, and the care they want and no more —through open, 
ongoing, and compassionate communication between 
providers and patients.

Before joining GOCCNJ, Lori founded Cogent Medical 
Marketing in Princeton, New Jersey, where she developed 
and implemented strategic marketing and communications 
initiatives for the pharmaceutical and life-sciences industries. 
Her work focused on market access, key opinion leader 
engagement, stakeholder relations, medical education, and 
advocacy, experience that continues to inform her approach 
to healthcare innovation and coalition building.

Lori serves as Chair of the Foundation Board for Penn 
Medicine Princeton Health, where she leads efforts to 
advance philanthropy in support of the new Penn Medicine 
Princeton Cancer Center. She is also a member of the Board 
of Trustees of Penn Medicine Princeton Health, the Dean’s 
Leadership Council at the Rutgers School of Public Health, 
and the Coalition to Transform Advanced Care (C-TAC). 
Nationally, she serves on the Board of Governors of the 
American Jewish Committee (AJC) and on the boards of 
AJC’s Center for the New Middle East and Africa Institute. 

Lori is a graduate of Muhlenberg College. She and her 
husband, Michael, live in Princeton, New Jersey, and are the 
proud parents of three adult children, all of whom live and 
work in New York City.

Beth Hirschman
Director of Project Management

Beth is responsible for overseeing 
GOCCNJ’s educational programs, 
research, and advocacy efforts in 
addition to managing the organization’s 
operations. 

Prior to joining GOCCNJ, Beth’s 
career began in pharmaceutical 
sales as a representative for Zeneca 
Pharmaceuticals selling Tenormin®, 
Zestril®, and Cipro®. After a few years in 
the field, Beth moved inside to nationally 
recognized advertising agencies Thomas 
G. Ferguson Associates (WPP Group) 
and Integrated Communications (ICC 
Lowe). As a Speakers Bureau Manager, 
Beth used her pharma knowledge to 
coordinate medical education programs 
across the country. She soon worked her 
way up from Project Manager to Director 
in medical communications for brands 
including: Azmacort®, Nasacort®,  
Intron A®, Stadol NS®, and Miacalcin®. 

Following a brief hiatus to raise her  
4 children, Beth returned as a freelance 
Project Manager for Cogent Medical 
Marketing, LT Marketing Services, 
Wellstar Marketing, and Advantage 
Healthcare working on medical education 
for pharmaceutical, medical device, and 
consumer brands. 

Beth’s professional experience spans 
meetings management, publication 
planning, public relations, product 
launches, website development, and 
social media. In her spare time, Beth 
enjoys baking, hiking, and spending time 
with her family.

M. Hamza Habib, MD, JD, MBA
Chief Medical Officer

Dr. Muhammad Hamza Habib is a Physician with 
skills in both medical and minimally invasive pain 
management settings. He currently serves as 
an Associate Professor of Medicine at Rutgers 
University/ Robert Wood Johnson Medical 
School in New Jersey. He also serves as the 
Director of the Outpatient Cancer Pain and 
Palliative Medicine program and Clinical Director 
of Ambulatory Palliative Care Operations at the 
Rutgers Cancer Institute of New Jersey and 
Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital. 
He also serves as the Associate Fellowship 
Director for the Hospice and Palliative Medicine 
fellowship at Rutgers/ Robert Wood Johnson 
University Hospital. 

After receiving his Medical Degree from 
Pakistan, he completed residency training at 
Saint Joseph Hospital, University of Illinois at 
Chicago. He followed this with a fellowship in 
Hospice and Palliative Medicine at the University 
of Chicago Hospital and an Interventional Pain 
Medicine Fellowship at the University of Utah. 
Additionally, he received a JD from Rutgers 
Law School and an MBA from the University of 
Massachusetts. 

He previously served as clinical faculty at the 
University of Pittsburgh Medical Center in 
Pittsburgh, PA, and Columbia University Medical 
Center in New York, NY. He is admitted to 
practice law in both New York and New Jersey.  
Dr. Habib is an academically active researcher 
who has published over 35 peer-reviewed 
papers in reputable journals.

His clinical work focuses on Pain and 
symptom management in advanced cancers, 
and functional status determinations and 
improvements in patients dealing with 
debilitating physical conditions. His other 
research focus involves Health policy-related 
issues pertaining to large healthcare systems 
and clinical care of minorities in the US. 

In addition to his clinical and research work, 
he is actively involved in teaching and training 
medical students, residents, and fellows at 
the university hospital. He is a Fellow of the 
American College of Physicians, a Fellow of the 
American Academy of Hospice and Palliative 
Medicine, in addition to being a Fellow of the 
Royal College of Physicians in Ireland and the 
United Kingdom. 
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GOCCNJ is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 

$10,000 +
Baldwin, M. and Sieck, R.

Penn Medicine Princeton Health

$1,000 - $5,000
Atlantic Health System

American College of  
Physicians – NJ Chapter

Becker, S. and Jang, J.

Bolich, C.	

Bukhari, A.

Carniol, P. & R.

Complete Care

Feldman, J. & S.

Feldstein, L. & M.

Gordon, E.

Grafton, T. & W.

Hofmann, J. & D.

Holmes, A.

Masotti, J.

Peskin, S. & S.

Pimley, K.

Penn Medicine Princeton 
Health Medical Staff

Robert Wood Johnson 
Barnabas Health

Rokosz, G. & C.

Samaritan

Schwartz-Chevlin, J. & B.

Toppmeyer, D.

Webhe, A.

$500 - $999
Astera Cancer Care

Bish, E.

Falcon, S. & M.

Foothill Acres Rehabilitation  
& Nursing Center

Horner Family Foundation

Hirschman, B. & E.

Farrar Kealy, S.

Rachelsom, J. and LaMotte, D.

Ricciani-Beltran, G.

Pickens, B. & M.

Singh, R.

VNA Health Group

NOVEMBER 1, 2024 – OCTOBER 31, 2025

Investing in improving quality care for people in NJ with serious illness benefits us all! We could not accomplish our goals 
without the support, involvement, and enthusiasm of our Coalition Members, donors, and supporters.

 goalsofcare.org/donate

$200 - $499
Blumenthal, P.

Duberstein, P.

Glasser Wesley, E.

Golden, C.

Herman, D.

Joseph, B.

LeadingAge New 
Jersey & Delaware

Lependorf, G.

Ostrowsky, B.

Pivnick, E.

Schofield, W.

Sudnick, G.

Trapnell, R.

$100 - $199
Aizley, C.

Berger, R.

Boyce, P.

Figge Fox, B.

Fox, S.

Mike Schwartz 
Photography

Pecora, J.

Powsner, L.

Princeton United 
Methodist Church

Saraiya, B.

Stockett, J.

Wishnick, R.

$1 - $99
Boyce, M.

Davison, P.

Hammon, J.

NJ Palliative Care  
APN Consortium

Sklersky, J.

GOCCNJ is grateful for the support and 
partnership that make our work possible by:

https://goalsofcare.org/
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=6GEU9Q4F99RMA


Become a Coalition Member 
With a shared commitment to improve care for patients with serious illness, you’ll join other leading 

associations, organizations, academic institutions, thought leaders, experts and advocates as we empower 
and educate patients, families, policy makers and healthcare providers.

PROFESSIONAL 
ASSOCIATIONS

Associations that represent 
the interdisciplinary team of 
providers caring for patients 

with serious illness.

ACADEMIC  
INSTITUTIONS

Medical, nursing, and  
pharmacy school programs in NJ 

training the next generation  
of healthcare providers.

HEALTHCARE ORGANIZATIONS
Hospitals, health systems, hospice,  

home health agencies, medical groups, 
long term care facilities, health plans, or 
any other type of healthcare organization 
whose vision, mission and values align  

with GOCCNJ’s.
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Helping patients get the care they need and no less, 
and the care they want and no more.

PLEASE DONATE!
GOCCNJ relies on the generosity of our donors so that we can continue to 

advance our mission and improve care for people with serious illness. 

Donate online goalsofcare.org/donate

Or mail a check to Goals of Care Coalition of New Jersey: 
P.O. Box 3083, Princeton, NJ 08543

https://goalsofcare.org/
https://goalsofcare.org/
https://learn.goalsofcare.org/
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=6GEU9Q4F99RMA

